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1889 


March 19, 1889 


“Circulate the Petitions” The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 66, 12, pp. 
183, 184. 


THE fiftieth Congress has expired; and both the national Sunday 
law and the proposed Religious Amendment to the Constitution are 
dead, so far as legislation is concerned, for the present. But this 
must not be taken as a sign for us to stop circulating the petition 
against religious legislation, and for the maintenance of the 
Constitution as it is. Instead of being taken as a sign to stop 
circulating the petitions, it ought to be the signal for more active 
circulation of them, if possible, because it gives us another little time 
of assured peace in which to work. Although the proposed 
legislation is dead, the movement for the Sunday law and the 
Religious Amendment is not by any means dead; those in favor of 
these things are just as active as ever, and as much determined to 
make their movement successful. Between now and the time when 
the next Congress meets, next December, the workers for religious 
legislation will do all in their power to gather such strength that 
when that body does assemble, they can renew their efforts, 
backed by such influence as will make their efforts successful. And 
from the way that they have conducted their movement so far, it 
may be fairly concluded that they will not be overscrupulous as to 
the means by which they shall secure support and _ influence. 
Besides, at the next effort, they will have before them two years in 
which to work to carry the legislation which they demand. If the 
session which has just expired had not been a short one, there is 
no assurance at all that the Sunday bill would not have passed 
almost as it is. But when they shall come to it the next time, with a 
new Congress, and two years in which to work, and probably with a 
considerably modified bill, the probabilities are that they may secure 
it. this being so, it becomes us to be more diligent and more earnest 
than we have yet been, in the circulation of the petitions, and the 
spread of the truth which makes known the principles of 
righteousness and of liberty. We have from not till next December 
assured us in which to work. After that, we cannot be so sure of 





further time, to any great length, while that Congress shall continue. 
Therefore, as the Lord in mercy has given us this little time of 
assured peace and liberty, it certainly becomes us to show our 
gratitude for it by more diligent work and more earnest spreading of 
the truth than we have ever before shown. Let every lover of the 
third angel’s message awake to the importance of the time, and 
work while it is called to-day; for we know not how soon shall come 
the night, when no man can work.ARSH March 19, 1889, page 
183.1 


In circulating the petition which we have, persons are sometimes 
met who propose a modification of it to suit themselves, saying that 
if it were modified thus and so, they could freely sign it; and that 
they have friends whom they could also get to sign it. we have 
received letters to this effect, proposing, at the suggestion of certain 
persons, modified forms of petition, and asking to have some 
printed to suit this demand, so that these persons might be induced 
to sign them.ARSH March 19, 1889, page 183.2 


We here insert the genuine petition which is being circulated: 
—ARSH March 19, 1889, page 183.3 


We, the undersigned, adult residents of the United States, twenty- 
one years of age or more, hereby respectfully, but earnestly, 
petition your Honorable Body not to pass any bill in regard to the 
observance of the Sabbath, or Lord’s day, or any other religious or 
ecclesiastical institution or rite; nor to favor in any way the adoption 
of any resolution for the amendment of the National Constitution 
that would in any way give preference to the principles of any one 
religion above another, or that will in any way sanction legislation 
upon the subject of religion: but that the total separation between 
Religion and the State, assured by our National Constitution as it 
now is, may forever remain as our fathers established it.ARSH 
March 19, 1889, page 183.4 


One brother, writing to us, said that in his town there is a friend of 
his “who is a lawyer of more than ordinary standing and influence, 
most of whose practice is in the higher courts, a member of the 
Congregational Church, a prohibitionist of national reputation, 
having run on that ticket for Judge of the Supreme Court of his 





State twice, and once for governor of his State, and once for Vice- 
President of the United States; he being, furthermore, very liberal 
toward our people, and anxious to sign the petition if some slight 
modifications could be made in it.” The brother thought that the 
influence and help of such a man were worth securing. The petition 
modified as proposed by this gentleman, would read as follows, his 
modifications in italics:—ARSH March 19, 1889, page 183.5 


We the undersigned, adult residents of the United States, twenty- 
one years of age or more, hereby respectfully, but earnestly, 
petition your Honorable Body not to pass any billto coerce—but 
only to protect the observance of the Sabbath, or Lord’s day, or any 
other religious or ecclesiastical institution or rite; nor to favor in any 
way the adoption of any resolution for the amendment of the 
National Constitution that would in any way give preference to the 
principles of any religious sect or sects above others, or that will in 
any way sanction legislation upon the subject of sectarian religion: 
but that the total separation between church and the state, assured 
by our National Constitution as it now is, may forever remain as our 
fathers established it ARSH March 19, 1889, page 183.6 


We doubt not at all that the gentleman is anxious to sign such a 
petition. There is no National Reformer in the country, nor a person 
who favors religious legislation, that is not equally anxious to sign 
the petition, if it could only be modified as this one is. His 
modification in regard to the Sabbath, or Lord’s day, clause is 
apparently harmless, although Senator Blair says that “protect” is a 
stronger word than “promote,” as it implies the use of the national 
power; but this modification in reference to the amendment to the 
Constitution would make the petition ask for the very thing that 
Senator Blair proposed in his resolution for the amendment of the 
Constitution. And his substitution of the word “church” for “religion” 
is precisely the National Reformers’ argument: they want to put the 
word “church” instead of “religion” into the first amendment to the 
Constitution as it now is. But what the National Reformers want our 
Constitution to say, and the kind of legislation they want on the 
subject of religion, is precisely what no man who has any respect 
for his own religion or that of anybody else, or any respect for the 
rights of men, ought ever to want. We can never circulate any such 
petition as is proposed in this modified form. Such a petition would 





justify legislation upon religious questions, and a perfect union of 
church and state.ARSH March 19, 1889, page 183.7 


Another modified form has been sent us by a brother in another 
State, who is circulating the petition at the capital of his State. He 
says that members of the State legislature and other leading men at 
the capital objected to the Sabbath clause in our petition, and on 
that account refused to sign it. he had succeeded in mollifying all 
but one, a State senator, by presenting to them for signature the 
following petition;—ARSH March 19, 1889, page 183.8 


We, the undersigned, adult residents of the United States, twenty- 
one years of age or more, hereby respectfully, but earnestly, 
petition your Honorable Body not to pass any billfavoring any 
ecclesiastical institution or rite; nor to adopt any resolution for the 
amendment of the National Constitution that will give preference to 
the principles of any one religion above another, or that will sanction 
legislation upon the subject of religion: but that the total separation 
between church and the state, assured by our National Constitution 
as it now is, may forever remain as our fathers established it. ARSH 
March 19, 1889, page 183.9 


So far as any material change goes, this petition calls for almost 
precisely what the other one does. This one asks that no bill may be 
passed favoring any ecclesiastical rite or institution. But the ones 
who would sign this petition are fully in favor of a bill in regard to the 
observance of the Sabbath, or Lord’s day, or other religious 
institutions; that is, they would be in favor of enforcing religious 
institutions, if they are not institutions established by the church. But 
this does not mend the matter a particle. Enforcing religious 
observances of any kind, whether the institution be established by 
the church or by the Lord, is only religious despotism, and is the 
enforcement of hypocrisy, and can only multiply sin. This petition 
also, as the other, proposes to substitute the word “church” for 
“religion;” and like that, therefore, this petition and those who sign it 
would favor exactly what the National Reformers favor, and this 
petition would ask for the very thing that they ask for. Thus the 
brother, in being so ready to modify our petition, and to get their 
signatures, is working directly in favor of the legislation and the 
movement which he professedly opposes. Undoubtedly he could 





get all the National Reformers he could visit, to sign that petition. 
But we are not working in favor of the National Reform movement; 
we are working against it. more than this: we are not working for 
numbers; we are working for principles. ARSH March 19, 1889, 
page 183.10 


Another proposed to substitute a new petition entirely, as follows: 
—ARSH March 19, 1889, page 183.11 


We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, earnestly and 
respectfully remonstrate against the passage of a bill now pending 
in Congress, entitled, “A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment 
of the first day of the week, commonly known as the Lord’s day, as 
a day of rest, and to promote its observance as a day of religious 
worship;” and also against any bill or amendment to the Constitution 
in relation to the observance of Sunday, or religious services and 
observances on any day of the week, that would tend to give a 
preference or advantage to one religious sect over any other, or to 
create a union between the church and the state. ARSH March 19, 
1889, page 183.12 


This was drawn up by a prominent lawyer in a large city. He argued 
in favor of it, that Congress has the right to legislate in regard to the 
Lord’s day or any day that it may choose; but that it had no right to 
legislate in such a way as to infringe on the rights of others. But if 
Congress has the right to legislate in regard to the Lord’s day, it has 
an equal right to legislate in regard to the Lord’s Supper, or the 
Lord’s prayer, or anything or everything else that is the Lord’s. The 
fact is, Congress has no right to legislate on anything that is the 
Lord’s. This also proposes the National Reform substitute of 
“church” for “religion,” so that legislation may be to any extent in 
favor of religion and be all right, so long as no particular church is 
named. Nobody should ever sign any such petition or remonstrance 
as this. ARSH March 19, 1889, page 183.13 


The object of circulating the petition is not simply to get people to 
sign some petition, and if they will not sign the genuine one, modify 
it till they are so satisfied with it that they can sign. Such is not at all 
the purpose of circulating the petition. The petition which we 
circulate, embodies the principles of the American Constitution and 





of Jesus Christ on this subject; and it is to maintain these principles 
that the petition is being circulated. And these principles are to be 
maintained without modification and without compromise. The 
petition represents the third angel’s message in that phase of it, and 
the third angel’s message makes no compromise. It does not 
propose to move by the influence of numbers obtained by 
compromise and modification. It proposes to move upon principles, 
—the principles of Jesus Christ, the Declaration of Independence 
and the American Constitution, with no modifications, and with no 
compromises.ARSH March 19, 1889, page 184.1 


Therefore, whoever will not sign this petition as it is printed, needs 
to be enlightened upon the subject of the relation between religion 
and the civil government; he needs to be instructed as to what the 
petition represents, instead of modifying the petition to satisfy 
himself and confirm National Reform views, and promote National 
Reform principles. If the brethren who are circulating the petitions 
are not prepared to give such instruction, and to explain to others 
what it represents, they should become prepared to do so before 
going any farther. And in becoming prepared to do so, they are only 
becoming acquainted with the principles of the third angel’s 
message; and in explaining to others the object of the petition, they 
are, in fact, making them acquainted with the third angel’s 
message. Instead, therefore, of modifying the petition to suit the 
views of different persons, become acquainted with the principles 
which underlie it, so that you can explain them, that those persons 
may discover the danger there is in the very modifications which 
they propose.ARSH March 19, 1889, page 184.2 


This brings up another question which has been asked. It is, What 
is the real object of circulating the petition anyhow? Is it to defeat 
legislation on this subject? or is it only a means of spreading the 
third angel’s message? Well, it is certainly not with the expectation 
of defeating the movement in behalf of religious legislation, because 
that cannot be defeated: that is coming anyhow, though this work 
may delay it for a time. If we work earnestly and faithfully, in the fear 
of God, the oppressive law may be delayed, and our work can 
mostly be done in peace, instead of under dreadful oppression and 
persecution, so that it may be said that, in a certain sense, the 
object of the circulation of the petitions is to delay the legislation for 





a while, if possible. But the principal object of it is to spread the third 
angel’s message, and to warn everybody against the making of the 
image of the beast. The third angel’s message is given to us to give 
to the world; that message warns against the worship of the beast 
and his image. The making of that image is now being prosecuted 
with all the might of those who are engaged in it. But the people are 
not to be left without excuse; God has a warning to give against 
this. The principles of his truth, of his law, and the word of Christ are 
to be spread abroad to all the world, that they may not be led into 
this thing without having been warned of the danger and the evil 
that is in it. To thus warn them is the principal object of circulating 
the petitions. It gives every member of our ranks opportunity to work 
in spreading the message as never before. But these letters which 
we have received, proposing this modification of the petitions, and 
which really favor the making of the image of the beast, show that 
there are those even among Seventh-day Adventists, who do not 
understand the object of the third angel’s message. This is too bad. 
The time has come when every Seventh-day Adventist must 
become such a student of the third angel’s message as he has 
never been before. We cannot do the work of the message without 
understanding its principles. The time in which we shall have 
opportunity to make it a study is very short indeed. There is no time 
to idle away; there is no time to be listless. There is only time for 
earnest, diligent, prayerful study, and faithful work. The crisis will 
soon be upon us; God will cut short his work in righteousness, and 
the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, 
and over the number of his name, shall be given to those who shall 
have loved the truth, and endured the conflict ARSH March 79, 
1889, page 184.3 


Then let the petition and its principles, without any modification or 
compromise, be circulated to the remotest corners of the 
nation.ARSH March 19, 1889, page 184.4 


A. T. JONES. 





May 14, 1889 


“The First Commandment with Promise 1Synopsis of a sermon delivered in the 
Tabernacle, at Battle Creek, Mich., March 9, 1889.» The Advent Review and Sabbath 
Herald 66, 20, pp. 305, 306. 


BY ELD. A. T. JONES 
(Battle Creek, Mich) 


TEXT: “Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” Exodus 
20:12.ARSH May 14, 1889, page 305.1 


This, the first duty presented in the second table of the law, is not 
only the first duty of the second great commandment, but it is 
literally the very first duty that can possibly come to any creature 
born into the world. This commandment, then, is of very great 
importance, and is here most clearly defined, because of the reason 
that the child must be taught to honor its parents before it is old 
enough to be taught, or to learn anything whatever about God; 
hence, the duty to honor parents is really the very first duty that 
comes to every creature at its entrance into life. Further than this, 
as it is man’s duty to love God with all the heart, and with all the 
soul and to honor him above all else, it devolves upon the parents 
(who stand in the place of God toward a child) so to train up and 
teach their child until he reaches mature years. A great 
responsibility, then, rests upon parents, that they should so act 
toward a child, and so walk before it, as ever to be an example and 
guide, leading it upward to God. If so instructed and guided while 
young, the child will continue, as it advances in years, to follow the 
precepts early inculcated, and to honor God. If not so guided and 
controlled, the reverse is almost sure to follow. ARSH May 14, 1889, 
page 305.2 


Who, then, is responsible for the future, the parent or the child? The 
Scripture says: “Train up a child in the way he should go; and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.” This is positive proof that a 
parent will have God’s sanction upon intelligent efforts to train a 
child properly. “Honor thy father and thy mother” is laying an 





10 


injunction not only upon the child but the parent also. As the child 
must be taught, it will depend upon the character of the teaching as 
to whether it will or will not honor its parents. In Proverbs 29:15, the 
last clause shows that a neglected child brings disgrace upon its 
mother. A parent, then, who leaves a child to grow up self-taught, is 
inexcusable. Habits become confirmed by age, and a child left to 
itself brings its mother to shame.ARSH May 14, 1889, page 305.3 


A parent should be persistent in instructing, never on any account 
slackening effort, ever so slightly, in the training and education of 
children. Paul says: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for 
this is right. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth. And ye, fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath; but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” Ephesians 6:1-4. How, then, it may be asked, would the 
Lord desire parents to train their children? Has God given explicit 
directions for parents to follow? Let us read what he has said, for 
truly we have no other authority. By reading Deuteronomy 4:6-70, 
the last verse more particularly, it is found that the caution is given 
not only to remember all that has been heard and seen, but 
especially to teach the ten commandments to the children. In 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 is presented the first great commandment with 
promise, and that the same is to be taught diligently to children. 
Notice carefully the marginal reading (“whet or sharpen’). The figure 
used is that of a very dull-edged tool, an ax for instance. The 
injunction is to whet and sharpen the mind of the child diligently, by 
constant teaching of the commandments of God.ARSH May 174, 
1889, page 305.4 


The human mind is frequently and naturally very dull, and a child’s 
mind, if left to itself, is sure to be sluggish and stupid. It is 
lamentable that parents, as a rule, leave to others—disinterested 
parties—the training and educating of their children —to the 
teachers of the day and Sabbath-schools, who have supervision 
over them for a brief period, an hour or so, at a time. And yet 
parents express astonishment, sometimes that their child is so slow 
to learn. How many of these same parents can remember the 
numerous sermons they have listened to, upon the commandments 
of God, or can even repeat the commandments verbatim? Very few, 
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and yet, with all the opportunities enjoyed, if they prove dull of 
hearing and understanding, should they cast blame upon their 
neglected child, whose mind has been left perhaps, entirely 
untrained or uncared for? Parents, what better or more noble 
employment can you possibly be engaged in than fitting your child 
to honor God and to be an honor to you? Never be discouraged, 
then, but continue daily, hourly, to sharpen that mind; and 
eventually you will find the lessons instilled coming to the child’s lips 
—repetitions of precious words, truths, and promises, learned from 
you.ARSH May 14, 1889, page 305.5 


Let not the teaching be confined to formal lessons or seasons of 
instruction. The efforts put forth should be patient, diligent, 
continuous, varying with the circumstances and surroundings. In 
Sabbath-schools, too, while the lessons must necessarily be made 
plain and intelligible, yet underlying the instruction, in order to be 
successful, comes the faculty of studying the children themselves, 
and adapting the lesson to their various temperaments. So with the 
work of the parents. Children cannot all be treated alike. Each 
character should be carefully studied, and the instruction varied to 
suit each little mind. A pious divine once said that, when a young 
man, he had frequently to split many a knotty, gnarled log, and he 
learned to begin at the biggest knot and follow it in to the heart. 
Brethren, so act with your children.ARSH May 14, 1889, page 305.6 


“Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart, and in your 
soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as 
frontlets between your eyes. And ye shall teach them your children, 
speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt write them upon the door-posts of thine house, and 
upon thy gates, that your days may be multiplied, and the days of 
your children, in the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers to 
give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth.” Deuteronomy 
11:18-21. Brethren and sisters, what think you would be the 
condition of the people to-day, and the condition of the earth, if all 
honored God and their parents in this way. In this connection, 
examine Genesis 18:17-19. There God declares that he knows 
Abraham, and that he is a man that will command his children, and 
so he trusts him, and takes him to be the foundation for the 
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promise; but if his children had not been controlled, and so had not 
kept the way of the Lord, the promise could not have been fulfilled 
through Abraham. Yet back of that, is this thought: if Abraham had 
not been a man who would command his children, he would never 
have been called. Now read in 7 Samuel 2:12-17, the case of Eli, 
the high priest, who allowed his sons to take such a vicious course 
that the people coming to worship, turned away in abhorrence form 
the service of the Lord. Had Eli ever taught them to hearken to his 
voice?—No, he simply talked to them. “Why do ye such things, for | 
hear of your evil-dealings by all this people.” (See verse 22-25). It 
was different with Abraham. He commanded his children; and they 
knew that when their father spoke, he meant what he said, and that 
they must obey him.ARSH May 714, 1889, page 305.7 


Whenever parents take the course that Eli did, it teaches children to 
be disobedient. Do not trifle with a child. When you give a 
command, insist upon its being obeyed; otherwise you teach the 
child to despise your authority. It is human nature to go as near to 
disobedience as possible and evade punishment. Let the parent, 
therefore, ever be careful in commanding children, that nothing be 
required of them which, if neglected, will not merit punishment. The 
wise man says, “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child, but the 
rod of correction shall drive it far from him.” “Chasten thy son while 
there is yet hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.” Proverbs 
22:15; 19:18. If a parent partially punishes a child, it soon learns to 
make use of pathetic appeals for mercy, to stay the correcting hand. 
In this way the value of the punishment is lost ARSH May 14, 1889, 
page 305.8 


From such a stand-point, then, there can be no study presented to 
a parent that is more worthy of close attention than the methods of 
training children properly, because it is a portion of the study of the 
law of God. It is said also, “He that spareth his rod hateth [loves 
less] his son; but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.” 
Proverbs 23:13. | do not mean that punishment should be the sole 
rule of the house. It is really the last remedy. No one takes medicine 
until compelled to do so, particularly strong medicine—the latter 
only in critical cases. If Eli had taken the right course,—and he was 
not too old when his children were young,—and he was not too old 
when his children were young,—he could have trained them, and 
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brought them up to fear the Lord. See, now, what were the 
consequences of his neglect of duty. Read 7 Samuel 3:11-13. Why 
was such a terrible judgment pronounced upon his house?— 
Because he was aware of the crimes committed by his children, yet 
made no attempt to correct or to control them. In doing so, Eli 
honored his children more than he did God. If a parent is so tender 
of a child that it is never corrected, but allowed to have its own way, 
after it is grown, it is almost certain to be guilty of disgraceful and 
disreputable acts. God had promised that Eli's house should walk 
before him forever. It was much such a promise as that given to 
Abraham, yet it was withdrawn; it could not be fulfilled, because he 
failed to train his children as Abraham did. Be careful, then, when a 
command is given, to see that it is obeyed. Whenever such a rule is 
established, it will do away with fully one-half the strife in a 
household. ARSH May 14, 1889, page 306.1 


Paul says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” 
Ephesians 6:1. A child is often taught to value more highly the 
opinion of the world than the teachings of God’s word, and parents 
often teach a child to do a thing because of the construction the 
world will put upon it, rather than to do an act because it is right to 
do it. when a child is taught to live out what he knows to be right, 
because it /s right, he is already far along in that training which God 
commends, and which makes of him a commandment-keeper. 
Insist upon a child’s obeying because it is right and pleasing to God 
(not man) that he should do so. When such a course is taken, and 
the child comes to maturity, his life will be governed by the principle 
received in his early youth, and he will be certain to acdt from 
convictions of right. How early, then, should a parent begin 
instruction? is an important question. A physician was once asked 
the same question, and immediately inquired the age of the child. 
On being told that it was a year old, he replied, “You have lost just 
one year.” It might well be said, however, that two years had been 
lost, because pre-natal influences often cause the bringing of a 
child into the world handicapped with a multitude of influences that 
tend to drag it downward.ARSH May 14, 1889, page 306.2 


“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” “Fathers, provoke not 
your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” Ephesians 6:4; 
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Colossians 3:21. Let not the correction be given in such a way as to 
provoke, torment, or make the child angry, because it might result in 
discouraging him. Use no extravagant language, such as ‘“l’ll eat 
your ears off!” “I'll put you in a dark cellar where a black man will 
catch you!” Such things are shameful, and should never be 
indulged in. a traveler upon a hot, dusty road in a broiling sun once 
came upon some children playing by the side of a cool cave. 
“Children,” he said, “why do you not go into the cave to play, where 
it is cool and shady!” “Oh,” replied a little one, “mamma says there 
are bears in there, that will eat us up.” “Why, my child,” said the 
traveler, “there are no bears there, nor any animal that will hurt 
you.” In astonishment, the little one looked up in his face, and in a 
puzzled, startled way said, “Why, then mamma lied!” The harm 
done by the falsehood uttered by that careless mother will never be 
know until the day of judgment! Let your aim be to have your 
children realize that you always speak the truth. Never forfeit their 
confidence. If stories are told, let them be such as will raise the 
child’s thoughts to God, and help it to understand that God is a 
good and merciful Father. May it ever be our study, how to bring up 
our children in the fear, the nurture, and the admonition of the 
Lord.ARSH May 14, 1889, page 306.3 
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May 21, 1889 


“The Sermon. ‘Thou Shalt Have No Other Gods Before Me’ 1The second in the 
series of Sunday evening sermons on the commandments, delivered at the Tabernacle, Battle 


Creek, Mich., March 10, 1889.» The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 66, 21, pp. 
321, 322. 


BY ELD. A. T. JONES 
(Battle Creek, Mich) 


TEXT: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Exodus 
20:3.ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.1 


The first commandment is now the subject of investigation. The first 
thing necessary in order to understand the commandment, and to 
know whom to obey is to know who God is, and what he is, that we 
may not have any other gods before him; because if we have wrong 
ideas in reference to God, we do not worship him, but another 
god.ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.2 


There was once a people who supposed they were worshiping God, 
but they worshiped they knew not what. In John 4:22, we find this: 
“Ye worship ye know not what.” This was spoken to the woman of 
Samaria, by Jesus, and spoken of the Samaritans. This people 
always insisted that their worship was the true one, and that their 
city of Samaria was the right place in which to worship, yet the 
Saviour told the woman that they worshiped they knew not what. 
The trouble was that their people had wrong ideas of God, and as 
they could worship only according to the ideas which they had, they 
were worshiping a false god. But said the Saviour: “The hour 
cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship 
him.” There is no worship other than this. He must be worshiped in 
spirit because he is a spirit, and can only be so discerned. No one 
can know him otherwise. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” Matthew 
22:37. “So then with the mind | myself serve the law of God.” 
Romans 7:25.ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.3 
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With the mind, the spiritual part, man serves God, and the Holy 
Spirit enlightening and guiding us in all the holy ways of the Lord, 
shows us how we can worship him in spirit and in truth. Then 
certainly we, of all people, ought to know who and what we worship. 
Paul said, “| know whom | have believed.” 2 Timothy 1:12. Do we? 
To attempt to worship God, and to entertain false views of him is to 
worship another god; that is, our views of God become our god, 
because we can worship only according to our thoughts. As we 
think God to be, so will the god be which we worship. If our views of 
God are wrong, we do not worship him, but another god, as truly as 
does the heathen who carves his out of wood. He knows it is not 
God because he made it, yet it embodies his idea of God, so he 
worships it. when we entertain wrong views of the character of God, 
we worship another god as really, though not as tangibly, as though 
we should embody that idea in the form of a perceptible 
image.ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.4 


As we gain a living connection with God by his Spirit, we are guided 
into the truth according to the way we are to worship him, his word 
telling us what he is; so we must worship him as he has revealed 
himself in the Scriptures. What, then, has he said about himself? 
This question brings to mind the importance of the Saviour’s words: 
“Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein.” Watthew 10:15. In coming to the 
Scriptures, then, we must not have our own ideas, because the 
carnal mind cannot picture to itself the true God. We must be willing 
to accept without question what the Scriptures say of him. Let us lay 
aside, then, all preconceived ideas, and try to find out who and what 
God is, and worship him as he is, and love him and him alone, and 
with all the heart ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.5 


That God is a real being, and not, as some creeds make him out, 
“without body or parts,” or as another, “without body, parts, or 
passions,” we must believe, because his own word speaks of him in 
words that in every way imply real personality of being. The Bible 
says he loves. This is a sentiment, feeling, or passion; but how can 
he love, and be loved, as the Scriptures say he is, if he has no 
passions? That he has form, parts, and passions the Bible plainly 
shows. “And he said, | will make all my goodness pass before 
thee.... Thou canst not see my face, for there shall no man see me, 
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and live. And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me, and 
thou shalt stand upon a rock: and it shall come to pass, while my 
glory passeth by, that | will put thee in a cleft of the rock, and will 
cover thee with my hand while | pass by; and | will take away my 
hand, and thou shalt see my back parts; but my face shall not be 
seen.” Exodus 33:19-23.ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.6 


The originators of certain creeds refer to Deuteronomy 4:14-19 to 
prove that God has no form or parts. It does not say, however, that 
when the Lord descended on Mount Sinai, there was no similitude 
there, only that the people saw no similitude; and Moses tells why 
God screened himself from their sight: “Lest ye corrupt yourselves, 
and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the 
likeness of male or female.” There was danger that the people 
would copy the forms of the heavenly beings into images, and 
worship them. Did they not finally make a calf and worship it, and 
say: “These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt’? Exodus 32:4. To prevent the people from so 
sinning, God shrouded himself and the holy angels in darkness. But 
God is real: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son.... who being the brightness of 
his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” Hebrews 
7:1-3. There are too many such expression for us to doubt that God 
has a person and parts: “Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God.” Philippians 2:5, 6 ARSH May 21, 1889, page 
321.7. 


All such texts prove that God is real, that he has a form. The ideas 
of the creeds are all not only contradictory to these assertions, but 
they are self-contradictory. They say that Christ is “very God of very 
Gods,” that he was born of the virgin, that he died, was buried, and 
rose again, and ascended to heaven, where he sits at the right 
hand of God; and shall come again to judge the world. How, then, is 
it possible that he can be without body or parts? The trouble with 
the creeds is, they are man-made, and therefore express simply 
man’s ideas. Let us read a few more verses, not that we can obtain 
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a personal description of God, for the reason that he dwells in light 
to which no man can approach; but his dwelling, his throne, etc., 
have been seen, and | read about them to prove that he is an actual 
being. Paul tells us this: “But without faith it is impossible to please 
him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Hebrews 17:6.ARSH 
May 21, 1889, page 321.8 


In the first chapter of Ezekiel will be found a beautiful description of 
God’s throne; and if this chapter is compared with Revelation 19:5; 
4:5, it will be found that the throne is not a stationary one of 
precious stones, or gold, but a living, moving throne. The “terrible 
crystal” mentioned by Ezekiel is the same as “the body of heaven in 
his clearness” of Exodus 24:9, 10. If, in connection with the bow 
that is in the cloud in the day of rain, spoken of by Ezekiel, 
Revelation 4:2-8 is read, it will be noticed that John saw exactly 
what Ezekiel describes. Let the 10th chapter of Ezekiel now be 
read; and although it is not possible to comprehend it all, some idea 
of the glory can be gathered, and also what the cherubim meant 
which were placed on the ark of the covenant, and embroidered on 
the curtains of the sanctuary; and why the priest in entering the holy 
of holies, carried incense to burn and form a cloud to shield him 
from the glory of the Lord. In Daniel is found a complete 
corroboration of the description of Ezekiel. (Seechap. 7:9, 710.) 
Hence there is pictured before us the throne of the living God, with 
all the surround- ing hosts of heaven. Now, then, what is he?—“The 
Almighty;” the “Self-existing;” the “| am that | am.” In the 4th chapter 
of Revelation John gives a beautiful picture of God and his holy 
attendants, and the living creatures under the throne and round 
about it: “And they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come."ARSH May 
21, 1889, page 321.9 


So much for the reality of God. Now how shall we worship him? He 
has described himself most perfectly, that we might learn what it is 
to worship him in spirit and in truth: “And the Lord descended in the 
cloud, and stood with him [Moses] there, and proclaimed the name 
of the Lord. And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
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forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin.” Exodus 34:5-7. That 
is God, full of goodness and mercy. To be merciful is to treat an 
offender better than he deserves. “The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise, ... but is long-suffering to usward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9. 
That is God, and “God is love.” He delights in mercy, and is “a very 
present help in time of trouble.” Every possible expression is used 
to show his goodness and his mercy; and so when we conceive the 
notion that God is not love, and that he hates us, our impressions 
lead us away from him. God hates sin, because sin is the very 
opposite of what he is; but he loves the sinner, and wishes to 
redeem him from the curse of sin. When we believe he hates the 
children of men, we do not worship him, but worship another god 
instead. We must search the Scriptures, and believe what he there 
says he is, and then worship him for what he is; so shall we have no 
other gods before him. We do not want any other god when we 
have one who is absolute perfection, one who is all kindness, love, 
mercy, and long-suffering to usward. What need can we have for 
another? And God has revealed himself in this character for you 
and for me—not for angels, but for us. If, then, we do not take him 
for what he reveals himself to be, we have another god. Every 
worshiper becomes assimilated to that which he worships. If we 
entertain wrong ideas of God, our worship will be wrong, and our 
character consequently wrong. God is pure, and he wants us to 
become so, and it is necessary that we understand him, that we 
may become as he is.ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.1 


Let us, then, from this time on, worship God in spirit and in truth. Let 
us know what he is, that by the aid of his Spirit we may know whom 
we worship. “Let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and for a helmet the hope of salvation, 
for God hath not called us unto wrath, but to obtain salvation.” 7 
Thessalonians 5:8, 9. Our great trouble is that we commit sin, and 
then being ashamed of it and too proud to confess it, we hold God 
afar from us, and picture him as a stern judge instead of a merciful, 
long-suffering father. When we act thus, we worship a false god; 
and as we have no faith in the living God, we do not bring our sins 
to him, and thus begin a course of self-punishment; this is 
identically the way a heathen worships his false god. Every good 
and pure and tender word in the language of man has been used to 
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express the goodness of God; and above all, the cross has been 
used to convince us of his tender compassion for us, God so loving 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son to die for us. This 
glorious Saviour who walked our earth, exemplifying all of these 
noble qualities, said: “He who hath seen me hath seen the Father.” 
He was the manifestation of the Father whom we are to worship, 
and he the God revealed to us that we might be saved from our 
sins. Why, then, should we want another god? If we want to 
become pure and perfect, we must worship the God who combines 
all these qualities. Unless we believer that God possesses these 
qualities, we can never possess them ourselves. It becomes us to 
lay aside every doubt as to God’s goodness, and worship for what 
he is, that we may finally become like him. And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 7 John 3:3. 
We cannot be like him unless we worship him as he is. We must not 
doubt God, or have any idea that he is anything but perfection in 
love and goodness. We must draw from him that strength and 
power that will make us pure and good. From him, through Christ, 
comes righteousness; and when we stand before his throne, 
clothed with that righteousness, then will we worship him as he is, 
and with all the heart. ARSH May 27, 1889, page 321.2 


When we talk of God, we talk of Christ, for they are one. We 
worship God as the Creator of all, who is over all, above all, and 
who upholds all, by the word of his power and might. God was 
manifested in the flesh; so when one is mentioned, both are spoken 
of. He started the planets in their course, and they continue to-day 
according to his ordinances. Heaven, it is said, is the center of the 
universe. But to speak of the center of illimitable space, however, is 
virtually to speak of the center of that which has no circumference. 
We know that heaven is, and that it is the place where God, the 
Saviour, and the angels are; but more than that we cannot 
know.ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.3 


In the effort to grasp the immensity of space, the mind is 
overwhelmed, and devoutly takes refuge in the contemplation of 
Him who made it all, and who is above and beyond it all,—our 
Father to whom all can come,—and with him another, our Saviour, 
counseling together. Blessed thought that it is a council of peace for 
you and me! Do we then want another god? Let his goodness, his 
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love and purity, draw us to him, and let us worship him in spirit and 
in truth, so that when he comes, we may see him as he is. When 
we see God as he is revealed in the Bible, we do not feel the need 
of any other God. Then there is nothing fearful or terrifying about 
this commandment. In it there are peace, joy, and the blessed 
promise of the fullness of God. ARSH May 21, 1889, page 321.4 
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July 2, 1889 


“Those Books—What Shall Be Done with Them?” The Advent Review and 
Sabbath Herald 66, 27, p. 426. 


THE question will probably at once be asked, What books? The 
answer is, Those books which have been made necessary by the 
movement for religious legislation, and which have been written 
especially upon the point involved. ARSH July 2, 1889, page 426.1 


“The National Sunday law.” This pamphlet is the argument that was 
made before the Senate committee last December, upon the 
National Sunday law. It is, in fact, more than the argument that was 
actually made there, because there were so many interruptions that 
it was impossible to make a connected argument as was intended. 
This pamphlet is the argument that was made, with such additions 
throughout as are necessary clearly to develop all the points that 
were raised; and there is scarcely a single point involved in the 
question of Sunday laws that is not here fully discussed and 
explained. All the fallacies and the wickedness of Sunday laws that 
is not here fully discussed and explained. All the fallacies and the 
wickedness of Sunday legislation are exposed; the Scripture 
principles upon the connection between religion and the State are 
clearly brought out; the objections that we have to meet in the 
minds of statesmen are there reported in the very words of United 
States Senators themselves, and the answers given in full to all the 
objections and to all the counter-arguments. The papal authority for 
Sunday legislation is clearly shown by plain historical facts that no 
one can successfully deny; and the utter baselessness of any 
Sunday law in connection with the fourth commandment, is fully 
shown by the plain established principles of legislation and of 
law.ARSH July 2, 1889, page 426.2 


This little work is now issued by both the REVIEW AND HERALL 
and the Pacific Press. It contains 192 pages, price twenty-five 
cents, with liberal discounts to tract societies. This pamphlet ought 
to be sown broadcast over the land before Congress meets in 
December next. The Sunday-law workers are laying their plans as 
thoroughly as possible, to renew the effort at Sunday legislation just 
as soon as Congress assembles. This pamphlet will forestall the 
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movement, at least to the extent of making legislators cautious in 
dealing with any such legislation; and this it would do in the mind of 
every man who reads it, the pamphlet being the product of actual 
argument, the outcome of a real occurrence, and the objections 
being those which are made by United States Senators themselves. 
All this makes it matter of such a kind as would be read by public 
men everywhere, and by all classes, whether they be in favor of 
Sunday law or against it, or whether they be practically uninformed 
on the controversy. Now, will our brethren take hold of this work in 
earnest? Will they place this pamphlet before the people? Those 
who have circulated the petitions for signatures, and those who are 
doing so still, can go right over the same ground. They can go to 
the same persons, and introduce this pamphlet on the “National 
Sunday Law.” This is what should be done.ARSH July 2, 1889, 
page 426.3 


Another book for the times, is “Civil Government and Religion.” This 
is a companion, we might say, to the “National Sunday Law.” There 
are some things in each that are not in both; so that both books 
can, with perfect propriety, be sold to the same person. We will not 
say that both should be sold at the same time, but either of the 
books, when read, will make way for the other one. If the pamphlet 
on “Civil Government and Religion” has been distributed, this is an 
excellent preparation for the “National Sunday Law” pamphlet. If the 
“National Sunday Law” has been distributed first, it will prepare the 
way for “Civil Government and Religion.” “Civil Government and 
Religion” has 176 pages, price twenty-five cents, issued by both the 
REVIEW AND HERALD and the Pacific Presé.RSH July 2, 1889, 
page 426.4 


We have already seen some of the effects of circulating these 
pamphlets. Persons who have been thoroughly in favor of Sunday 
laws, and were actually working to secure them, have been turned 
just as strongly against any such legislation as they were before in 
favor of it. AS was said at the beginning of this article, these 
pamphlets have been made necessary by the course of current 
events. The third angel’s message has now been brought to 
national notice, and it is never going backward. It will become more 
and more a matter of national concern. The message has now 
reached that point, and we to whom the message has been 
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committed, must work to that point, or we will not be doing the work 
of the message. The Lord has given us this truth and this message 
to give to the people. We have been looking for this time to come 
these many years. It has already come, and now is the opportunity 
to reach the nations with the message. Shall we do it? or shall we 
fail? Here are the means made ready to the hand of every one. By 
the effort which is being made throughout the whole nation in favor 
of a Sunday law, the way has opened for every one to do 
something. The question is, whether we will do it now, while we 
have our liberty, or leave it till our liberty is taken from us, and the 
law shall have passed, and we have not even the liberty to buy or 
sell. It ought to be an easy matter for every one to decide, whether 
our work ought to be done before our liberties are taken away or 
afterward.ARSH July 2, 1889, page 426.5 


There is yet another book that must be mentioned. It has not been 
left until the last because it is the least important; for it is not so by 
any means. This is “Great Controversy, Vol. IV.” It is true that this 
book must be distributed more by the regular canvassers than by 
the mass of our brethren; but this makes it none the less important 
that it should be circulated. None can read “Vol. IV.” And have any 
excuse if they are overtaken by the perils of the last days, and are 
not saved. the matter in “Vol. IV.” concerns our own time; and the 
very things that are now coming on, and the time of trouble which is 
to come, are of greatest importance; and the canvassers who can 
sell “Vol. IV.” Ought to consider that they are indeed spreading the 
message in so doing.ARSH July 2, 1889, page 426.6 


These three are emphatically books for the times, and | repeat, The 
way is open for every individual to do something in spreading the 
third angel’s message easily and effectively. Shall these books be 
printed to no purpose? Shall they lie on the shelves unused? or will 
our people everywhere enter at once, with all their energy, upon the 
work of circulating them everywhere?ARSH July 2, 1889, page 
426.7 


A. T. JONES. 
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July 9, 1889 


“The Sermon. ‘Thou Shalt Have No Other Gods Before Me’ ‘he third of the 
series of sermons on the ten commandments, delivered in the Tabernacle, Battle Creek, Mich., 
Sabbath, March 16, 1889, being a continuation of the sermon of Sunday, March 10.» The 


Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 66, 28, pp. 433, 434. 


BY A. T. JONES 
(Battle Creek, Mich.) 


TO-DAY | will call your attention to some passages of Scripture, to 
show you what it is to have other gods before the Lord. Turning to 
Job 31:24-28, we find that if we worship the sun or the moon, we 
have other gods. In ancient times, he who secretly or openly 
worshiped the sun as representing the One we cannot see, turned 
his face toward it; and the moon-worshipers—for instance, the 
Assyrians and Babylonians—kissed their hands to it as they 
worshiped, and as Job describes it. if we should do the same, we 
would deny God. None of us are inclined to do as these ancients 
did, yet we do see in the world to-day a sun-worship in the 
consecration of the sun-day, and its observance as a sacred day, 
being a part of, and adopted from, the ancient worship of the sun. In 
verses 24, 25, we find a still closer and more searching test. Job 
says that if he had made gold his hope, or had rejoiced because his 
hand had heaped together great riches, he should “have denied the 
God that is above.” Such trust or reason for rejoicing is as much a 
form of idolatry as would be sun-worship. The tendency of each is 
to alienate our minds and our hope from God, and so to slacken our 
hold upon him, and inevitably draw us away form him.ARSH July 9, 
1889, page 433.1 


It is natural to feel safer and more at ease with a good sum of 
money safely deposited in a bank, than when we have but a single 
dollar; but when this is the case, where, let me ask, is our trust? Is it 
not in our bank account? It is certainly not in God; for the man 
whose trust is in him, feels equally safe and at ease whatever sum 
he possesses. “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be 
not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, 
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” 7 Timothy 6:17. “For riches 
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certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward 
heaven.” Proverbs 23:5. “For in him we live, and move, and have 
our being.” Acts 17:28. Now, if a man has but a single dollar, and 
that be sufficient for his wants, has he not all that he needs? has he 
not enough?ARSH July 9, 1889, page 433.2 


If the Lord chooses to prosper the work of my hands, and | hold it all 
subject to his order, | do well. This Paul tells Timothy: “That they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate.” 7 Timothy 6:18. Let us not get the idea that it is a sin 
to be rich or to make money. One of the very best men spoken of in 
the Bible (Job) was exceedingly rich; so was Abraham. God 
attached no reproach to either because of it. Paul says: “Not slothful 
in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” Romans 12:17. 
These are necessary qualifications in order to please the Lord. 
Now, if a man is not slothful in his business, and has the faculty of 
turning goods into money, where is the sin? Not in the making of it, 
but in trusting in the wealth after it is accumulated. “Godliness with 
contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and 
raiment, let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall 
into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and perdition.” 7 Timothy 6:6-9. It is 
not they who are rich, but they who want to be, those who set their 
heart upon accumulating riches, that fall into temptation and the 
snares.ARSH July 9, 1889, page 433.3 


A man in business who follows his business, honoring the Lord and 
fearing him, prospers, and his prosperity honors and glorifies God. 
“Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God.” “And thou say in 
thine heart, My power and the might of my hand hath gotten me this 
wealth. But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God; for it is he that 
giveth thee power to get wealth.” Deuteronomy 8:11, 17, 78. If we 
remember this, and are “diligent in serving the Lord,” being always 
“ready to distribute,” we honor God in using our means; but “the 
love of money is the root of all evil.” 7 Timothy 6:70. “But thou, O 
man of God, flee these things,” writes Paul to Timothy,—turn away 
from the love of money, or the desire to be rich. ARSH July 9, 1889, 
page 433.4 
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To know how to use our means that God may be pleased with us, 
let us turn and read what Job did with the wealth committed to him. 
By Ezekiel Job is classed with Daniel and Noah as righteous before 
the Lord. How, then, did he use his means? We find him saying that 
if he had withheld aught from the poor, wronged the widow, or 
eaten without considering the fatherless; had seen any suffer for 
clothing, or done anything against the orphan,—then, he says, “Let 
mine arm fall from my shoulder-blade, and mine arm be broken 
from the bone.” It is safe to say that there are not many men living 
to-day who could take such an oath, expecting God to take them at 
their word, and not become one-armed men.ARSH July 9, 1889, 
page 433.5 


What lesson is to be gathered from this?—Why, that humble, 
righteous Job knew that his hands were simply a channel through 
which God dispensed money and necessaries to those who did not 
possess the faculty of accumulating for themselves, and that those 
who have means should imitate his example. Job did not wait to be 
told where the poor were, but he searched for them. Does not God, 
then, give means to some that they may bless others? “Cast thy 
bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days. Give a 
portion to seven and also to eight, for thou knowest not what evil 
shall be upon the earth. If the clouds be full of rain, they empty 
themselves upon the earth.” Ecclesiastes 11:1-3. If the clouds never 
emptied themselves, what then? God forms them by causing the 
sun to drink up the water from the ocean, the lakes, etc., which 
rises and floats as clouds to regions requiring rain. If now the clouds 
should selfishly withhold the water for fear of needing it personally, 
or of coming to want, what would be the result? If now the Lord 
places in our hands more than we need, is it not that we may 
dispense to others who lack? Let every S. D. Adventist make as 
much money as possible, honorably and honestly, but hold every 
additional penny above that which is necessary for personal wants, 
subject to God’s call. If every one acted in this spirit, the cause of 
God would go forward with a power never yet witnessed. ARSH July 
9, 1889, page 433.6 


Now, if God uses the faculty of some to accumulate means for 
distribution to others, would it not be foolish for him to dry up the 
channels, and let the talents of his servants lie idle at the expense 





28 


of others? It is not sin to make money, but it is sin to put our trust in 
it, and to accumulate for our own personal comfort and 
aggrandizement, instead of casting our bread upon the waters, that 
we may find it after many days. “But,” says one, “I must lay up 
something for my children.” It is far better, brethren, to teach them 
to make a living for themselves, and not to rely upon the money you 
may leave to them. It is better that your child should have less 
money from you, and be taught to make aman of himself, than 
inherit a competence, which, perhaps, would make a fool of him. 
“Then | saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth 
darkness. The wise man’s eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh 
in darkness: and | myself perceived also that one event happeneth 
to them all. Then said | in my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it 
happeneth even to me; and why was | then more wise? Then | said 
in my heart, that this also is vanity.... Yes, | hated all my labor which 
| had taken under the sun, because | should leave it unto the man 
that shall be after me, and who knoweth whether he shall be a wise 
man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labor wherein | 
have labored, and wherein | have showed myself wise under the 
sun.” Ecclesiastes 2:13-19. To leave a child a competence really 
causes him to slight the faculties with which God endowed him, and 
which God intends shall be used to his honor and glory. Is it not, 
then, better for a man to distribute personally the surplus means 
which God permits him to acquire, in a manner that will be pleasing 
and acceptable to the Lord, than to leave it to another who may in 
time become a fool and dissipate it? And even if the recipient does 
keep the amount intact, the almost universal reule is that wealth 
never goes beyond the fourth generation. Is it not the wisest course, 
then, to teach the children to become independent of all such 
chances? Such a course would leave one free to use the surplus 
means as God calls for it, and all danger of misapplication after 
death, by chicanery of lawyers or heirs, would be avoided. The 
Bible teaches the necessity of distribution while living, not the 
leaving to others to do this after our death. ARSH July 9, 1889, page 
433.7 


As | before remarked, there is no wrong in having money, but much 
depends upon the use we make of it. “And Jesus looked round 
about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God. And the disciples were 
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astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto 
them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter 
into the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:23, 24. Those who have wealth, 
and trust in it, and rejoice because their hands have gotten it, and 
can sit down and take their ease, to them it is said: “Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those 
things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” Luke 12:20, 21. 
Let God be above it all, else we deny him, and have another god. 
“Many,” Paul says, “walk, of whom | have told you often, and not tell 
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory 
is in their shame, who mind earthly things.” Philippians 3:18, 19. 
These make appetite their god. Why are they enemies of the cross 
of Christ? Jesus said, Whosoever will be my disciple, “let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” We cannot do either 
of the last two of these commands without doing what goes before 
it: first, deny self; next, take up our cross; and, lastly, follow the 
Lord. Those who are governed by their appetite are enemies to the 
cross of Christ, because their desires are paramount, and they 
cannot deny themselves. These have other gods before the 
Lord.ARSH July 9, 1889, page 434.1 


Alcohol, tobacco, tea, opium, all are gods; and those who allow any 
of these things to gain the mastery of them are not Christians, 
because they do not deny themselves, and do not take up their 
cross, and therefore cannot follow the Saviour. All these evil habits 
separate from Christ. All such are enemies to the cross of Christ. 
Paul says, “I find then a law, that, when | would do good, evil is 
present with me. For | delight in the law of God after the inward 
man: but | see another law in my members, warring against the law 
of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members.” Romans 7:21, 23. And again, “| keep under my 
body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when | 
have preached to others, | myself should be a castaway.” 7 
Corinthians 9:27. Conybeare and Howson say that literally the 
meaning is, “I keep under my body, beating it black and blue,” the 
idea being that such a course would cause mortification of the 
carnal nature, and the old man (sin) would thus die. If our bodies 
rule, appetite and passion control us; we cannot sense the law; but 
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if the body is kept under, then the mind can reach out and serve 
God. Why is it that men cannot overcome their tobacco and other 
evil habits?—Because they cannot will strong enough to do so. The 
will is not strong enough to conquer the body. What is to be done 
then?—Why, let them have their wills bound to the will of Christ, 
and then he will weaken the carnal nature, and give the mind power 
to resist the encroachments of habit.ARSH July 9, 1889, page 
434.2 


Jesus wants our minds to rule so that we can serve the law of God. 
It is a pitiful truth that parents call children into the world weakened 
by their own indulgences, so that from the first the will is powerless 
against the appetites and the temptations to evil habits. Nothing can 
lift these above themselves, other than the power of Jesus. The 
mind must be in subjection to nothing but God. If subjugated by 
carnal things, man is serving self and not God. ARSH July 9, 1889, 
page 434.3 


“For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God.” Ephesians 5:5. This is the pivot 
around which all other forms of idolatry turn—covetousness. A 
covetous man is one who trusts in riches and rejoices in the works 
of his own hands. He is an idolater. “Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the earth, fornication, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry.” Colossians 3:5.ARSH July 9, 1889, page 434.4 


But there is a root beyond covetousness which must be destroyed. 
Paul tells Timothy this: “This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous,” etc. 2 Timothy 3:1, 2. What results from men 
being lovers of their own selves?—Covetousness; and then all else 
follows. Selfishness, then, is the root of all. Paul calls selfish, 
covetous people enemies to the cross of Christ, because they want 
to serve themselves. Therefore it is that when the Saviour points 
out the way to God, he strikes at the root of the enmity against God 
—selfishness. “Let him deny himself.” What was it brought sin into 
the world?—Satan became exalted with pride, love of himself. If, 
then, selfishness is the root, and covetousness is idolatry, we are 
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doing one of two things—either serving ourselves or serving God. 
Which shall it be? let us compare the two masters? “For from within, 
out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these 
evil things come from within, and defile the man.” Mark 7:21-23, 
with which compare Romans 3:10-18. Now, as a contrast, let us 
read the character of God: “And the Lord passed by before him, and 
proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” Exodus 
34:6, 7. Can we hesitate? Shall we love God, or ourselves? Is he 
not purer, more righteous, better, more perfect in every element of 
goodness, purity, and truth? “Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me.”ARSH July 9, 1889, page 434.5 
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